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Mission: Women’s Information Service, Inc. (WISE) provides advocacy, safety options and support services to survivors of domestic
violence, sexual assault, stalking and sex trafficking. WISE empowers individuals and families through respect and equality, and works
toward strengthening our communities through awareness, prevention and education. WISE is a non-profit organization. All of our
services for victims are free and confidential.
Vision: Empowering people to create violence-free communities.
Sexual Assault Awareness month is observed nationally during April. This
annual reminder is to raise awareness about sexual violence and educate our
communities on how to prevent this abuse. Our agency helps to empower
individuals so they can escape from the harm they are facing and move
forward. As a community, we must be on the lookout for signs of abuse and
when we see them, we must reach out with empathy and support. Here is a
link at our website about the signs of sexual assault
https://wiseagainstviolence.org/is-this-abuse/sexual-assault/.
At WISE we offer services to those dealing with domestic violence or sexual abuse within the counties of Mecosta, Osceola, and
Newaygo. We work with our community partners in law enforcement, 911 dispatch operators, court officials, hospital staff, and
social service employees as part of our Sexual Assault Response Team.
Often when a person thinks about sexual assault, they imagine a stranger in a dark alley late at night. What we see on the national
and local level is that sexual assault is most often perpetrated by someone the victim knows, someone they may trust. While data is
not available in all our counties, we know that 15.6% of female high schoolers in one county report having been forced into sex by a
dating partner. This is not an issue affecting other people living far away, this is an issue affecting our youth, our neighbors, our
friends, and possibly our families.
The COVID-19 pandemic has created new challenges as well. As an agency, we have instituted many safety measures to meet the
needs of our clients, so we can provide the same services but in different ways. However, we know that quarantine and stay at
home orders have done nothing to diminish the threat of assault in our communities. In fact, many of our survivors have reported
that they have delayed calling our hotline out of fear that participating in services would put them at risk of contracting the virus.
In our communities, the SANE program (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner), which is the medical support including rape kit, has
closed due to COVID-19. Hospitals have turned survivors of sexual assault away, referring them to find their way to a SANE
program in Grand Rapids. This transportation barrier can often be too high. Many survivors do not know that they are entitled to a
rape kit at any Emergency Department.
At WISE our advocates work to support survivors of sexual assault and domestic violence by empowering them and helping them
set meaningful goals. We help them to achieve those goals by creating a safe environment and offer the resources they may need.
Support Services provided by WISE:
 24-hour, 7 day a week crisis hotline.
 Trained advocates to listen and make referrals as needed for housing assistance, legal advocacy, employment assistance, food
and clothing assistance.
 We maintain an emergency shelter for women and children who are fleeing domestic violence or sexual abuse.
 Outreach/Legal Advocates and Sexual Assault Advocate to offer guidance and support through the legal and medical processes
that some of our survivors may face.
 In addition to our outreach programs, we offer classes to help clients as they work on empowering their lives and move to a life
violence free.
You can help us by looking out for signs of abuse and refer anyone in harm to WISE. If you or someone you know needs our
services, call WISE today at (231) 796-6600, press “0” to speak to an advocate. The hotline is available 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, and our advocates are here to listen and help.
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Thank You….To all who participated in our “Adopt a Family” over the holidays. Your generosity helped to serve 26 families and
56 children and made the holidays brighter. Here are a few comments we would like to share with you……


Yes!! The donations we received was more than I could've ever hoped for and I want to say thank you from the bottom of my
heart!!



Also tell them God bless their hearts for being so kind. If it wasn't for people like them some kids and families would have nothing.



Yes Thx you. My kids really had a great Christmas. And I appreciate it a lot. Love seeing my babies smile. Thx again



Dear donor,
Thank you so much for donating to us! I cried when I looked through the gifts you gave. Everything was perfect. My son loved the
Lego sets! They were outstanding, we are so excited to build! He is thrilled with all the new cars too! Also thank you for my gifts
too, you really went over the top. I felt pampered, loved, and humbled. We definitely had some extra Christmas joy this year! Our
day was full of love and play. Thank you for helping make our Christmas bright and extra special. You really made a difference!

Thank you also to Lerner, Csernai & Fath Financial Group for honoring us as one of the recipients of your Client Appreciation
Award, and thanks to all who voted for our agency.

Clients Comments

........Our supporters and donors are so important to sustain the work our organization is called to do.

We hope you will find this quarterly newsletter a benefit to see how WISE is impacting the clients of Newaygo, Osceola and
Mecosta counties. We could not do our work without the help of sponsors and supporters like you!
Below are comments that our clients have shared with us and have given us permission to pass on and how WISE has served them
in this very personal struggle.

"The staff I worked with are all amazing ladies and go above and
beyond for their clients."
"This helped me to identify patterns in relationship to help me know the red flags and address them
in a manner of safety."
"I didn't realize how serious my abuse was, I almost didn't call. Now I know I am lucky to be alive."
"This has been very supportive, I know they will be there if I need help."
"You can get a lot of stuff out of the classes, I did."

Support WISE - Women's Information Service
Amazon will donate to your charitable organization if you shop at
smile.amazon.com, at no cost to you. If you shop at Amazon, you can
request a portion of eligible purchases to be donated to WISE Crisis Hotline.
By using smile. amazon.com, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible
purchases to your charitable organization—no fees, no extra costs.
This quarter, WISE received $110.17 in donations!
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2021 Virtual 5K Fun Run / Walk — Saturday, June 5th…

You pick the time and place you want to walk or use the route provided. Come join the fun!
REGISTRATION SITE & DETAILS ON PAGE 3

WISE is a 501(c)(3) registered non-profit agency & your donation may
be tax deductible.

Thank you to our Community Sponsors

